“Circus Nights,”” New Radio Carnival, Will Make Debut on Network Tonight

Joe Cook
Billed for
Lead Role

Other Favorites
to Be Heard
in Feature

BY CARROLL NYE \

A new forty-five-minute radio
carnival, “Circus Nights,” makes its
debut through N.B.C. and KFI at
8:30 p.m.—the spot formerly held by
the Intimate Revue.

Joe Cook, circus-trained clown, 18
to play the barker, handyman, cir-
cus manager and water carrier to
the elephants. Others on the bill
are Tim and Irene, former San
Francisco funsters; Phil Duey, bari-
tond; Lucy Monroe, soprano; Peg La
Centra, blues singer, and B, A.
Rolfe's orchestra, ’

SPONSORS’ TROUBLES

The sponsors thought of Cook for
the starring role when they con-
ceived the idea for the presentation.
When it appeared he would not be
available they made proposals to
“Doc” Rockwell to fill the role of
chief comic and Ted Lewis to sup-
ply the music.

It appears that Rockwell and Lew-
is put up such a battle over who was
to get top billing that the sponsors
called off the deal.

When Cook was asked to listen to
recorded auditions of the program
he sald, “Count me in.”

STOOPNAGLE AND BUDD

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, whose
mac¢ microphone actions are fa-
miliar to millions of listeners, start
a new half-hour Columbia series
which reaches the Coast at 7:30
p.m. ‘It will not be released locally
over KHJ because Inglewood Park
previously bought the time. However,
some dialers may be able to bring
it in over KGB or KFRC.

TUNING IN ALONG
THE AIR LANES
Radiography: Don Ameche, lead-
fne man in “First Nighter” and
“Grand Hotel,”
studied law at
Marquette,
Georgetown and
wisconsin uni-
versities . . .
Netive of Keno-

to the new “Easy Aces" series
 prompted the sponsor to renew the
woontract for & three-year term

-

cun-cnt done-to-death song hits, is

not a Tin Pan Alley number. It was
brought to this country last sum-
mer by Xavier Cugat, N.B.C. tango
maestro, on his return from Spain.
Music publishers refused to take It
—even for $100—so Cugat featured
it on his broadcasts and plugged It
to popularity . . . KMTR offers

sha, Wis, . .
a new show at 9:30 p.m. today. En-
‘-E,% 2 goln%uo?tl tertalners on the bill are the Ha-

wallans, Manuel Emmanuel’s En-
semble, Miildred Stone, John Mee-
han, the Gardner Brothers, Jimmy
Baxter (the 11-year-old Bing Cros-
by,) Pauline Olson, Ronny Landra
and the Novelettes . . . KMTR's
Cardinal Quartet has been on C.B.S.
for the last seven months . . .
Joy Hodges, singer with Jimmy
Grier's Biltmore Bowl Orchestra,
started in show business when she
was 5 years of age.

of his spare time
at school was
taken up with
amateur the-
atricals . . .
given an oppor-
. tunity to appear
Don Ameche in a Madison
(Wis.) stock company . . . lwel
played with Fisk O’Hara's com-
pany for a season in New York
and ‘with Tex Guinan on a vaude-
ville tour . . . won an audition at
a Chicago radio station through
Bernardine Flynn of Vic and Sade
fame, one of his friends in colle-
giate days . . . has proved worth
in hundreds of roles in the “First
Nighter” broadcasts . . . Stands six
feet tall: weighs 160 pounds . . .
has dark brown hair.. . . enjoys:
golf, swimming, boxing and six-day
bike races . . . is married to Honore
Predergast, a former college sweet-
heart . . . has a son.

Howard Barlow ow wields the baton
over the Minneapolis Symphony Or-
chestra for its second broadcast in
the new afternoon series over XKHJ
at 12:15 o'clock. First on the list is
the overture to “Euryanthe” fol-
lowed by Dvorak's “New World
Symphony.” The second half of
the program will include two works
of Moussorgsky, the overture to the
a«Pair at Scrotchinsto” and the
Persian Dance from “Khovant-
china.”” These numbers are to be
followed by “The Enchanted Lake”
and “Baba Yaga,” descriptive tone-
poems by Laidoff, and a group of se-
lections from Borodin's opera
“Prince Igor.” '
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